
GENERAL APPROACHES FOR IMPLEMENTAT ION 

The studies th a t have pre ce ded this r e p o rt have develop

e d physical plans for th e d o wnt o wn. The plan s , if implem e nt

e d properly a re proposed t o solve most of the ph y sical and 

economic ills that pl ague the central area t o d ay . As in a n y 

illness the cure may be expensive; it may require l o ng h o urs 

o f ca re. Many peopl e will ei th er believe th e r e is no illness 

o r that th ere is n o cure . Much th e same situation will and 

does exist among th e ci tizens of Roc k y Mo unt. Roc ky Mount is 

a thrivin g c ity and its downtown a r ea reflects this, but the 

d ow nt ow n a r ea also reflects the pr o blems that a r e co mm o n to 

almost every cen tral o r downt ow n area in every c it y in th e 

co untry: l a rge retailers a r e moving t o fringe areas; build

ings appear o ld and negl ec t ed; c ir cu lati on and access streets 

for ca rs a re congested; sidewalks are nar r ow a nd un a ttr ac tiv e ; 

and there is a cr iti ca l shortage of convenient parkin g sp aces . 

These circums tan c es mus t be remedied t o pr ov id e a pleas an t 

and co nvenient area t o do busin e ss. 

This rep o rt will attempt t o answer s o me o f th e qu es ti o ns 

about the " who " and " how" of t he actual physi ca l r eb uildin g 

o f the core a rea . 

The " who" part of th e problem can be answered in general 

t erms by saying that ev e r yo ne who liv es o r wo rks in Rocky 

Moun t should be interested in the devel o pm e nt o f th e ce ntr a l 

area . This would also include th ose merch a nts an d busin es s

men who presently have their establishments o n the e dg e o f 

t ow n. The more h ea lthy the c entral co r e area o f th e c it y is, 

the greater the number o f p eo ple that ca n be ex pe c t e d t o go 

there to sho p and d o busines s a nd in t urn t he mo r e pe o ple 

who will pass in fr o nt of these fring e area s t o r es . 

Me r cha nt a nd Citizen Inv o lve men t 

To b e more specific in answe rin g th e " who " ques ti on t he r e 


